Lesson Plan for Rise of Empires in Classical Era

Objective:  To have students think critically about the pros and cons of imperialism and to learn a few of the early empires from the Classical Era.  

Procedure:  

Day 1:  As a class we read several primary sources from “emperors” including Alexander the Great in Greece/Mesopotamia, Zhing Chou from the Han Dynasty in China, and Julius Caesar from Rome.  From these sources we generated a list of questions that a potential emperor would want to ask before embarking on imperialism.

Day 2: For homework, students created a Glog that had them create their own country and explain why, as a ruler, they would choose to have their country expand imperialistically or not.  They presented their Glogs in class.

Day 3: We debated whether or not the US is currently an empire and whether or not that is positive or negative (we also did a superficial comparison of the Roman Empire and the US).

Assessment:  There is an essay question on their final exam regarding the pros and cons of imperialism.

Questions we generated as a class that every successful Emperor would ask…

Who will I trust?

How much money will I make?

Do I want to force my culture on others?

Do I want to have to have a huge army?

How do I make and enforce laws?

How do I control the people?

How much will it cost to expand?

How do I keep my people safe/happy?

How do I handle dissent?

How will I tax?  How will I collect the tax?

How do I connect (physically) the empire?

How do I connect people linguistically, culturally and religiously?

