World History 

Happiness Project

“I do not believe that the purpose of life is to be ‘happy.’ I think the purpose of life is to be useful, to be responsible, to be compassionate. It is, above all, to matter and to count, to stand for something, to have made some difference that you lived at all.” Leo Rosten, 20th Century Thinker and Author

“A table, a chair, a bowl of fruit and a violin; what else does a man need to be happy?” Albert Einstein

Project

The purpose of this project is to engage you in research and thinking about a bold impediment to world happiness in the present day.  Your research will be about a particular historical example of the impediment in Big Era 6 (1945-present).  The project will have 3 components.  First, you will write a 9-15 page expository essay.  Second, you will create a poster about your topic and your solutions to the problem and present the poster to a teacher and convince the teacher to allow you to display the poster in their room. Third, you will create a video Public Service Announcement to further broadcast your issue and your solutions.  We will post these on YouTube.

Poster Requirements

You will create a poster that creatively displays your issue.  It must explain in a succinct and engaging manner the issue you think is a major impediment to world happiness and your three solutions for how to mitigate the impediment.  

You must present this poster to a teacher other than Dr. Berry.  In the presentation (not long, about 2-5 minutes), you must explain the project, why you chose the issue you did, what close-up example you focused on in your research, and what you think the solutions should include.  You must schedule the presentation during a time that is CONVENIENT for the teacher and I must have a written note from the teacher that gives the date and time you have scheduled to present.  Then I must have a signed note from the teacher that the presentation did, in fact, happen (you will have forms to give the teacher so this is not difficult for them).

IF YOU WOULD like 5 extra credit points, you may suggest to the teacher that you would like to present your poster to one of their classes.  This is NOT required and the teachers may not have the time to give this time of year --- so this is no big deal! 

Paper Requirements

The paper must be a minimum of 9 pages.   I will read up to 20 pages, but think you could an awesome job in about 15!  You must have page numbers.  You must have formal Chicago Style citations (I will give you a sheet to follow).  You must have 4 sources (they must be scholarly and credible…NO .coms for example!).

You must have the following sections.  Other than the Introduction coming first, you do NOT have to have the sections in this order…this is just a guideline to help you organize your paper.  You also do not have to have exactly the number of pages indicated…that is just a rough guide to help you estimate length.

Intro (Approx: 2 pages):  Catchy intro that draws the reader into your paper.  You can be creative here.  State your topic in the intro and your overall argument (why the issue impedes world happiness and how you think the problem can be mitigated and world happiness enhanced).

Discussion of Happiness (Approx: 3 pages):  Here is your philosophical section.  What would global happiness look like in your opinion? How does your issue impede happiness (what are the unhappy results of your issue)?  How would world happiness be enhanced if your topic was mitigated?  DO NOT USE FIRST PERSON IN YOUR PAPER AT ALL!! No we, our, I, you…etc!  

In-Depth Research (approx 3-8 pages):  Here you will choose ONE occurrence of your issue in Big Era 6 (1945-present).  This is the section that will take the most work in terms of research.  This will be the real world example that proves your thesis that your issue impedes WORLD happiness (so your up-close research topic will need to have global significance)!    

Solution (approx. 3 pages):  You must come up with 3 solutions that would mitigate your problem.  ONE of these solutions must be something that YOU and others in our community can act on right now.  

Conclusion (approx 2 pages):  Restate the purpose and argument of the paper and end with some interesting thoughts that reengage the reader and leave him/her thinking and/or inspired to act.

PSA Requirements

Your Public Service Announcement must be video (if you have an issue with video, then please let me know and we can problem solve together).  You may film it independently or you may work with others.  It does NOT have to have actors in it, but it MUST be your voice!  It is to be 1 minute and 30 seconds long (and no longer than 2 minutes).

We will discuss what makes a good PSA, and we will view some samples to help you understand this part of the assignment.

Deadlines

1st Deadline:
Monday, April 28th 

You will need to have decided the impediment to world happiness that you have chosen, and you must have full citations for 3 sources (reliable, peer-edited sources from the Internet or library) about your up-close research topic.

2nd Deadline:
May 2nd
Outline of paper by section

General idea of what your solutions are going to be

3rd Deadline: May 10th
Posters are due 

MUST present to a teacher this week

4th Deadline: May 12th by classtime:
HARD COPY of your Rough Draft of your paper is due
5th Deadline: May 16th
PSAs are due – we will watch them this week

Final Deadline: Day of your Final Exam

Final Draft of your Paper is Due

