World History Connect to the world assignment and lesson plan
Objective:  There are three objectives for this project.  First and foremost, the intent is to make World History relevant right off the bat early in the semester.  If World History seems remote and uninteresting, student engagement (and thus performance) will be low.  The second objective is to get students using two on-line information and presentation management resources (Glogster and Prezi) in the first two weeks of class.  The third objective is to get students (these are Freshmen) to immediately begin thinking about the Internet as a place from which to gather knowledge and on which to produce knowledge.

Project Process:

Day 1: I do a sample presentation on the  History of the Banana.  Students homework on this day is the identify 1 object they use or come into contact daily and to ask good questions about the object like: where was this made? Why is it made there? What tools, labor, and resources were needed to make it? How did it get here? Who all might have been involved in the creation of this? 

Day 2: Once the students choose their object, they research that object (especially the history) on the Internet using reliable sources such as the CIA World Fact Book.   
Day 3: Students create a Glog OR create a Prezi (like the Banana lecture) of their research and present their object research to the class with either their Glog or their Prezi.  Presentations show the ways in which the object the student chose to focus on connects with the wider world (think globally here!). 

