APGOV 2012
National Policy Problem Research Paper

DATES WILL CHANGE subject to our schedule!

The purpose of this project is for you to research a public policy "problem" in the United States.  This "problem" needs to be easily researched using STG library resources, the Internet, and/or the UofA library.  The problem must address DOMESTIC policy (as opposed to foreign policy).  In your paper, you will explain the problem, examine how governments (at all levels) deal with the problem currently, and then you will propose new policy to help better address (and potentially solve) the problem. Your research will be shared and edited in phases by the entire class during 3 workshops.  As a class, we will form a "critical friends" network and will share, critique, and polish our work together.  Your paper will be 25% (plus 17.5% for critiques and workshop presentations) of your overall semester grade.  The paper will be 18-25 pages long and a presentation of it in the final weeks will comprise your final exam grade (10% of your overall semester grade).
Possible Problem Topics

The Federal Debt 

Poverty

Homelessness

Hunger

Water scarcity in the Southwest

Health Care

Drug Trade (aka War on Drugs)

Deforestation

Energy

Border Issues  (could be crime, weapons of mass destruction, environment, etc)

Immigration

Education K-12 (funding, standards, teacher quality, etc.)

Campaign Finance Reform

Internet Regulation

Minimum wage/business regulation

Unemployment

Prison over-crowding

Gun Violence

If you do not see a problem that intrigues you, you may come up with your own, but you must have it approved by Dr. Berry by Jan. 9th.

First Phase -- Research proposal:

Your first task in this four-month research project is to choose a national problem and write a research prospectus.  The prospectus is due January 23rd.  
What is a prospectus? 

A prospectus is a proposal to undertake a research project. A prospectus includes an explanation that briefly describes the questions, materials, and methods a researcher will use in his or her research. A prospectus also indicates that the research project fits the required parameters. 
What are the parts of the prospectus? 

1. A prospectus contains a clear, concise introduction to the topic of the research. 

2. A prospectus states the main research question(s) that the researcher wishes to answer. 

3. A prospectus summarizes the basic arguments that surround the research topic. 

4. A prospectus lists the basic research materials (aka preliminary bibliography); these may be listed according to title and author, or they may include annotations.  If experts in the topic are to be consulted, their names are also included. (NOTE: The list of basic research materials may not be a complete list of all materials that are finally used in the research, but should indicate the research direction and the types of materials the researcher plans to examine and study.) 

5. The prospectus usually does not include the researcher's thesis, except as the basis for the research questions. If the researcher believes a certain thing to be true, but has no substantive evidence to support that belief, then the researcher's belief drives the questions that must be answered in order to demonstrate the correctness of the belief.

Preliminary Bibliography
Your final bibliography must contain at least 10 sources.  All sources will be approved by Dr. Berry.  Your preliminary bibliography is due with your prospectus and must include at least five sources.  It must also be annotated (meaning you must give a 2-3 sentence description of the source and explain its usefulness for your research).

We will discuss your research proposals, which you will share with the entire class via Google Docs in our First Workshop Jan. 29th.
Second Phase -- Research:

The second phase is your preliminary research.  This research will culminate in our second workshop on Feb 16th.  An outline of your research to this point will be due.  More information about the outlines will be forthcoming.
Third Phase -- Final Research and Thesis proposal:

In the third phase, you will present the final results of your research, your proposed thesis, and your paper outlines.  This third workshop will be conducted on March 19th.  

Fourth Phase -- Rough Draft:

Your rough draft will be due to your critical friends group on March 26th.  Critiques will occur over Spring Break and will be due on April 6th.  

Fifth and Final Phase -- Final Draft

Your final drafts are due April 15th (along with your taxes) and presentations will be conducted (according to random selection) April 15th and April 17th.

