Some Issues to Bear in Mind When Reading Mtn. Meadows Books
1) What does your author say about Brigham Young’s culpability?

2) What does your author say about American Indians involvement in the massacre?

3) Where does your author put her/his emphasis?  What is the most important part of the story for your author?  For example, does s/he stress the history leading up to massacre, the massacre itself or something else?

4) What is your author’s thesis?

5) How does your author handle John D. Lee and his execution?  How does your author use (or question) Lee’s memoir?

6) How does your author (or does s/he) grapple with later history – public history monuments, etc.?

7) Does your author grapple with issues of gender (patriarchy) or race (racism)?  If so, how?  If not, how would the story look differently if s/he had used gender/race analysis?

Some Broad topics to think about for Discussion

1) How do we define terrorism?  Was Mtn. Meadows a case of domestic terrorism?

2) What role does fundamentalist religion play in this story?  Was Mormonism, as a doctrine of faith, responsible? 

3) What is the role of women and/or American Indians in these stories?  Do we buy the relative silence of the “others”?  To what can we attribute the silences?  

4) Why do so many people care so many years after Mtn. Meadows?  What’s at stake for a) the Mormons,  b) American Indian tribes, c) Americans as a nation, d) westerners more broadly?

5) Are public history and memorial monuments important to our national, regional, personal identity?  

6) What should ultimately happen at the Mtn. Meadows site?
