That “Dam” Research Project

Frontiers 2011/2012

TOTAL – 210 pts and 10 % of your semester grade

NOTE Paper and Panel Discussion DUE Nov. 17th  (you MAY turn in the paper on Nov 21st IF you will be in town…if not I must have it before you leave) – you can NOT make up either the Panel Presentation OR the Hetch Hetchy Debate!  Be sure you are in class those days!

The Assignments:

This assignment has four components.  

The first is the in-class debate on Hetch-Hetchy (on Nov. 7th).  Using the sites linked on our Reading Schedule, research the controversy and prepare a character to play (based on the pro/con position you are assigned in class).  The Essential Question is whether or not the federal government should build the dam in Hetch Hetchy to provide water for San Francisco residents. You must come to class prepared with a written opening statement on your position regarding the Hetch Hetchy dam and two rebuttals against arguments you anticipate coming from the other side.  Your arguments must be drawn from the arguments of ACTUAL participants in the debate…in short, they must have historical accuracy.   You must write and act as though you were attending a Congressional hearing in 1912. See below for a rubric.

The next component is the Research Paper.  You will be given 2 dams to research.  EVERYone will research the Elwha Dam in Olympic National Park.  The other dams are the Bonneville Dam and the Glen Canyon Dam.  You research paper must address the question of whether or not the nation’s historic approach regarding dams should be continued or whether, as in the case of Elwha, the approach should be drastically reconsidered.  You must research the dams generally, but you will also be assigned a more specific aspect (social/cultural, ecological, or political) of the dam to research (which may sway your ultimate argument).  Your research paper will be 7-9 pages long and you must turn in your research (see the Rubric below for specifics).

The third component of the assignment is a Panel Presentation.  Here you will present your research, in concert with your other panel members, and suggest the direction the Army Corps of Engineers and the Bureau of Reclamation should go regarding dams in the West in the 21st Century.  Your individual talk should be 3 minutes long, but you should be prepared to contribute to the Panel discussion that ensures after formal talks and be prepared to answer questions from the audience.  

Groups:

	Bonneville Dam (Washington)
	Glen Canyon Dam (Arizona)

	SOCIAL/CULTURAL: 
	SOCIAL/CULTURAL:

	Jeremy and Charles R.
	Charles A, Juliana, Ivan

	POLITICAL/ECONOMIC
	POLITICAL/ECONOMIC:

	Ceci, Ale, Olivia
	Mark, Amanda

	ECOLOGICAL/Env
	ECOLOGICAL/Env

	Gabe, Tessa
	Ed, Dominic


RUBRICS:

Each bullet is worth 10 pts and will be graded using the following scale:

10 pts – Exemplary

8 pts – Good

7 pts – Acceptable

6 pts or less – Unacceptable 

Hetch Hetchy Debate (40 points) – In class Nov. 7th:

· Opening Statement well done – creative and complete ______

· 2 rebuttals well done – shows ample understanding of all sides of the argument ___

· Debate participation impressive – speaks with depth and in character at least 3 times ____

· Written Materials --  brought to class and submitted on time _____

Comments:

Research (50 pts) – Due Nov. 15th:

· Research notes (in a google doc) submitted on time to Dr. Berry _____

· Utilizes websites given by Dr. Berry and finds ONE other – non-Wikipedia – reliable site. References are primarily peer- reviewed professional journals or other approved sources (e.g., government documents, agency manuals, reliable websites). The reader is confident that the information and ideas can be trusted _____
· All information in notes is connected to a source ____

Comments:

Paper (100 pts) -- DUE Nov. 17/21:

· Contains excellent and accurate factual material   ______

· Content includes ample coverage of both Elwha and the 2nd dam  ______

· Balanced presentation of relevant and legitimate information that clearly supports a central purpose or argument and shows a thoughtful, in-depth analysis of the topic. 

· Reader gains important insights. _______
· Writing mechanics are excellent and organization is smooth, clear, and logical __

· Paper is supported by legitimate and compelling research _______

· Citations present and in correct format ______

· Paper meets length requirements ______

· Includes at least one page of general historical context (regarding dams, the West, etc) ______

· Includes page numbers, uses 12-point Times New Roman Font, and 1-inch margins.  Has title but no title page. ______

Comments:

Panel Presentation (20 pts) In class Nov. 17th:

· Participates well with depth and sophistication. _____

· Takes a leadership role during the discussion and strives to answer questions from the observers. ________

Comments:

