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The Purpose: In 2009, the Arizona State Legislature passed a law called SB 1070.  While most people referred to the law as an immigration and/or racial law, the law also had far reaching implications for federalism, search and seizure procedures, and government power more generally. Around the same time, the transnational oil company British Petroleum had one of its wells in the Gulf of Mexico explode leaking millions of gallons into international waters.  Many blamed the lack of regulatory law for the environmental catastrophe.  The United States has long prided itself on being a nation which conducts itself based on the rule of law.  But the Rule of Law is sometimes unclear, absent, or overly extensive.  And so it is, that as citizens of a democracy and future leaders of the world, we must strive to understand the power, extent, and complexity of what is so simply referred to as "The Rule" of law.  This project is meant to get students involved intimately in the creation of and debate surrounding current legislative decisions. 
The Assignment: Students will choose a current piece of pending legislation that interests them.  It is best to either peruse the legislative body's website that you intend to use to find something funky, or to choose your issue ahead of time and then find a piece of legislation that addresses some aspect of your issue of interest.   The piece of legislation/issue must be approved by Dr. Berry.  Students will then proceed to research (using both the legislation itself and any secondary sources explaining the bill and/or existing policy on the issue) the legislation.   Students will also conduct at least 2 acts of outreach.  One act of outreach MUST be an interview of a person intimately involved in the issue/legislation. And one act of outreach must be a letter of advice to legislative representatives about the bill.  Students are required to have 10 sources beyond the actual bill itself (and only 4 of those sources may be the outreach interviews).  In the final manifestation of the assignment students must apply their knowledge of Constitutional Law (which they will glean early in the 2nd semester) to the bill to draw their own conclusions as to the Constitutionality of the proposed pieces of legislation.
The Requirements: The final project will include a 15-20 page paper and a 20 minute presentation.  The paper will include an in-depth description of the piece of legislation and the issue it addresses overall, the special interest groups that support or contest the issue, a discussion of current government policy/involvement with the issue, an analysis of the merits and shortcomings of current policy and the piece of legislation, and an analysis of the Constitutionality of the legislation.  Sources will include the Arizona Daily Star and/or The Tucson Weekly, the legislative body websites, academic articles on the issue/bill, and at least one interview with someone involved with the issue/legislation.  The presentation will encapsulate the paper into 20 minutes.  
