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RUBRIC: 

An “A” paper will: 

Utilize most all primary and secondary sources we have read and/or discussed during the Theme and use 
those sources as evidence to prove a sophisticated and original thesis. 

Synthesize AND Analyze the Theme (as opposed to simply reciting or summarizing the information 
learned during the Theme). 

Be driven by an original thesis which forms a sophisticated, interpretive story for the Theme. 

Be written with sophisticated vocabulary, dynamic verbs, and near perfect punctuation. 

Be formatted according to expectations above. 

 

A “B” paper will: 

Utilize many of the primary and secondary sources we have read and/or discussed during the theme and 
use those sources as evidence to prove a thesis. 

Synthesize AND Analyze the Theme but will tend to focus more on summary than on analysis. 

Be driven by a thesis which strives to analyze and interpret the Theme but which may fail to adequately 
prove the thesis. 

Be written with sophisticated vocabulary, dynamic verbs, and accurate punctuation with considerably 
more mistakes than an A paper, but not so many so as to interfere with readability. 



Be formatted according to expectations above. 

 

A “C” paper will: 

Utilize few of the primary and secondary sources we have read and/or discussed during the Theme and/or 
will fail to adequately use those sources as evidence to prove the thesis. 

Synthesize the Theme but will contain little if any analysis and will be comprised almost solely of 
summary. 

Be lacking a provable thesis. 

Be written with simple vocabulary, uninspiring verbs, and may contain so many mechanical problems that 
readability is compromised. 

Be formatted according to expectations above. 

 

Work which is inferior to the “C” characteristics listed above will receive no credit.  Dr. Berry reserves 
the right to require rewrites where she feels it is essential. 
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