APUSH 

Lesson Plan on the Ratification of the US Constitution 

Objective: To have students understand the differentiated interests that existed during the ratification debate on the US Constitution.  To have students engaged critically with the Constitution and its possible ramifications for different states and different political interests.  

1st Day – Read 2 secondary sources on the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists’ political theories.

2nd Day -- Divide the class into 6 groups (or pairs if there aren't enough in the class for groups -- which could happen in A block).
Group 1 = New York
Group 2 = Virginia
Group 3 = New Jersey
Group 4 = Massachusetts
Group 5 = South Carolina

Set the Scene -- It is 1787 and they are representatives from the state they are assigned.  Their task is to decide, by the end of class, whether or not they will suggest that their  states ratify the Constitution.   They must write (in a Google Doc) their justifications for their decision.


Students read  OOM (Out of Many...their textbook) from pp 241-245 in order to give them the background on the actual convention (they should have read the first 9 Articles of the Constitution for homework).  Next, a brainstorm session occurs with the whole class about the questions they would need to ask in order to decide their position on ratification.  There is a list of "Must have" questions below...if they miss one, or brainstorming is taking too long, teacher assists.

In order to decide whether or not they will tell their states to ratify the Constitution, students must figure out:
If they, personally, are Federalist or Anti-Federalist
What the economic base of their state is (in 1787!!!) and how the Constitution will affect the economy of the state
Whether or not their state is comprised mostly of Fed or AntiFeds (and why that might be)
What the ramifications of the Constitution will be on their states because of the SIZE of their state relative to the other states
Whether or not they are ok with the checks and balances (do they think the federal govt is too strong or too weak in the Constitution?)
Whether or not they are okay with a Constitution that doesn't have a Bill of Rights
What arguments do they think they will need to make to convince the delegates to the ratification convention in their state?



Next the students decide whether or not they would expect their state to have voted unanimously or split in support of the Constitution...

Then discuss what really happened in each of the states using “Teaching American History” website (esp. this table)...(they can pull the table up on their laptops)!


The Google Doc is submitted for each group by the end of the class!
