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FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE




*
August 16, 2010

AP US Government Class

Members

St. Gregory College Preparatory School

3231 N. Craycroft

Tucson, AZ 85712

Dear St. Gregory APGOV Class:
First, let me thank you in advance for considering my proposal to you.  Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to conduct in-depth research around a series of questions: the answers to which will ultimately result in your offering to us a well-informed, analytical opinion as to whether or not USAID should require any country receiving our aid to be a democracy in the same style as the United States and concomitantly to help us formulate a policy about how we should judge the relative merits of any one country and any project area.

We have chosen you because you are not entwined in any of the multiplicity of political networks and conflicts of interest as many in the consulting world are.  We also think that you have a fairly unimpeachable perspective as you are on the cusp of participating in democratic governance but not yet of that government.

This may sound like a simple task, but we need for it to be quite in-depth because the task requires that you 1) identify what "democracy" is; 2) decide whether or not the United States has a democracy based on the definition you decide upon; and 3) whether or not the United States government should require a country to have a democratic form of governance in order to be eligible to receive American aid.  Of course all 3 questions beg other questions.  Feel free to expand on these questions.

In order to contribute to the federal government's commitment to "going green," we would like your report to us to not be a formal paper, but rather through the medium of film. The film should be no shorter than 60 minutes and no longer than 90.  We think it would be wonderful to have specific examples of the ways in which the US has/had and does not have/has not had a "democratic" form of governance (you may use historical examples here as we appreciate the explanatory power of history).  We would also hope to have some insight into a few countries you think would be worthy of aid based on your decision about the prerequisite of "democracy" and couple of examples of countries that would be left out if we implemented your recommendations as policy.
A secondary concern we have is the kinds of projects we should be pursuing in this era of globalization.  Currently, we focus on environment, global health, agriculture, and economic development.  We also recognize that a large focus of US Foreign Policy is to promote democracy abroad (through a variety of means).  We wonder if our monetary and non-monetary aid should also focus on developing not just the health and economies of other countries, but also on developing democracy or whether or not it is not possible to foster democracy from the outside.
Of course, we will also require a written bibliography of any sources you use including the interviews you do.   
Thank you in advance for your decision to take on this important project.  Your country will be in your debt as will the global community.

Sincerely,

Freda Maka

Associate Director

USAID
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